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PREFACE. 


A  PROPOSITION  for  sweeping  away  several  millions 
of  direct  taxes,  without  imposing  any  immediate 
burthen  in  lieu  of  them,  must,  in  the  present 
deficient  state  of  the  Revenue,  appear  to  partake 
so  much  of  the  preposterous,  that  the  writer  will 
not  be  surprised  if  many,  who  might  be  disposed 
to  pay  some  attention  to  his  suggestions  on  ab- 
stract points  connected  with  the  subject  of  the 
following  pages,  should  turn  away  with  a  smile 
from  a  production  that  will  be  considered  by 
them  as  affording  only  a  proof  of  presumptuous 
vanity.  He  deems  it  right,  therefore,  to  assure 
those  who  may  have  the  patience  to  become  his 
readers,  that  he  has  not  laid  before  them  a  single 
conclusion  which  is  not  supported  by  facts,  nor 
submitted  a  single  calculation  that  is  not  demon- 
strated by  figures.  The  energies  of  the  country 
are  weighed  down  by  an  amount  of  taxation  that 
almost  cripples  exertion ;  and  the  writer,  having 
looked  around  in  all  directions  for  relief,  has 

adopted  the  suggestions  in  the  following  pages 
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as  presenting  the  most  certain  remedy  for  the 
general  distress  that,  in  his  judgment,  can  be 
devised.  It  will  be  seen  that  one  principal 
source  of  income  upon  which  he  relies  is  an 
additional  charge  upon  the  estates  of  deceased 
persons ;  and  as  the  produce  of  such  a  tax  would 
be  as  certain  as  any  that  can  be  raised,  the  ques- 
tion as  to  this  part  of  the  writer's  scheme  becomes 
simply  one  of  a  balance  of  inconveniences, — whe- 
ther we  should  prefer  being  subject  to  a  com- 
pulsory abstraction  of  a  portion  of  our  annual 
income,  or  supply  its  place  by  an  additional  tax 
upon  property  we  may  become  entitled  to  at 
some  unknown  and  indefinite  period. 

The  budget-like  form  in  which  the  writer  has 
deemed  it  necessary  to  propound  his  suggestions, 
may,  it  is  feared,  expose  him  to  remarks  from 
those  opposed  to  his  views ;  but  he  takes  leave 
further  to  assure  his  readers,  that  this  form  has 
been  adopted  by  him  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  his  thoughts  in  a  clearer  and  more 
intelligible  form  than  he  could  have  done  in  any 
other  way. 

LINCOLN'S  INN, 
Oct.  1848. 


SUGGESTIONS, 

&c. 


IT  is  unnecessary   to  occupy  time   or  space  in 
proving  the  immense  advantage  that  must  accrue 
to  the  community  at  large  by  the  abolition  of  the 
Real  Property  and  Income  Tax,  and  of  the  duty  on 
Malt.  The  depression  caused  by  the  IncomeTax  in 
commercial  matters,  and  the  stagnation  to  which 
many  branches  of  trade  have  through  its  pressure 
been  reduced,  are  unfortunately  so  well  known 
that  even  comment   upon    them   is  superfluous. 
Excessive  speculation  has  undoubtedly  produced 
its  share  of  mischief;  but  those  who  have  invest- 
ments in   rail-roads,  in  steam-boats,  and  in  gas 
companies,  (which  are  quoted  by  way  of  example 
as  the  most  prominent  among  proprietaries  affected 
by  any  general  commercial  prostration,)  can  too 
well  attest  the  depreciating  effects  of  the  Property 
and  Income  Tax.     Nor  is  a  partial  stagnation  of 
trade  the  only  evil  consequence  of  a  lengthened 
continuance  of  this  tax ;  for  the  feeling  of  dis- 
content engendered  by  it  among  the  middle  classes 
lends  to  far  more  serious  results  than  those  pro- 
duced by  mere  pecuniary  pressure. 
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In  any  other  free  country  besides  Great  Britain 
the  imposition  of  a  perpetual  Income  Tax,  with 
all  its  inquisitorial  accompaniments,  would  be  the 
germ  of  a  revolution.  Happily  the  loyalty  and 
good  sense  of  Englishmen  are  too  solid  and  pro- 
found to  be  affected  by  any  revolutionary  mania, 
however  fashionable  it  may  have  become ;  but 
their  discontent  is  not  the  less  deserving  of  atten- 
tion, nor  is  it  the  less  incumbent  on  their  rulers 
to  relieve  them,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  any 
burthens  which  are  proved  to  be  unnecessarily 
oppressive. 

With  regard  to  the  Malt  duty,  its  abolition  is 
the  more  loudly  called  for,  because  its  pressure 
is  more  peculiarly  upon  the  poorer  classes.  In 
a  pamphlet  published  by  the  writer  in  the  year 
1830,  when  Beer  duty  as  well  as  Malt  duty  was 
levied,  various  arguments  were  urged  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  pernicious  tendency  of  both 
these  duties.  In  the  following  year  the  duty  on 
Beer  was  abolished  ;  and  so  great  was  the  addi- 
tion to  the  comforts  of  the  poorer  classes  by  this 
important  boon,  that  within  two  years  the  in- 
creased consumption  of  Malt  nearly  supplied  the 
void  in  the  revenue  created  by  the  abolition  of 
the  Beer  duty,  the  amount  collected  for  duty  on 
Malt,  in  1 832,  being  only  3,436,272/. ;  while,  in 
1833,  it  amounted  to  4,825, 129/. 

But  the  excessive  duty  on  Malt  has  since  ope- 
rated as  a  check  to  increased  consumption  to  a 
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most  lamentable  extent ;  for,  although  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  has  increased  at  least  two 
millions  since  the  year  1833,  the  annual  amount 
received  for  Malt  duty  has  decreased  upwards  of 
half-a-million  sterling, — the  amount  received  for 
the  last  year,  up  to  January,  1848,  being  only 
4,256, 108/.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  year  1 833 
was  a  year  of  extraordinary  production  ;  for  in 
the  year  1837  the  amount  received  for  Malt  duty 
was  5,848,950/. ;  in  1838,  5,252,409;  and  in  1842, 
5,263,362/. 

Of  far  more  consequence,  however,  than  any 
question  of  revenue,  is  the  demoralization  pro- 
duced among  the  labouring  population  by  this 
pernicious  duty ;  for  at  present  Beer,  or  the  trash 
which  is  too  frequently  vended  under  the  name 
of  Beer,  is  not  only  positively  dear,  with  reference 
to  the  means  of  the  poorer  classes,  but  is  compa- 
ratively dear  with  reference  to  the  price  of  spirits ; 
so  that,  instead  of  encouragement  being  given  to 
the  consumption  of  a  wholesome  beverage,  suited 
to  the  habits  and  physical  condition  of  the  people, 
every  inducement  is  held  out  to  displace  the  use 
of  Beer  by  the  substitution  of  Spirits.  The  result 
is,  as  might  be  anticipated,  that  wrhile  the  con- 
sumption of  Malt,  with  an  increasing  population, 
is  annually  decreasing,  the  consumption  of  Spirits 
has  increased  to  a  fearful  extent, — the  quantity 
for  which  duty  is  now  paid,  at  the  reduced  rate 
of  7s.  per  gallon,  being  nearly  double  that  for 
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which  duty  was  paid  in  1825,  when  the  duty  was 
12«y.  6d.  per  gallon. 

Assuming,  then,  the  abolition  of  the  tax  on 
Real  Property,  of  the  Income  Tax,  and  of  the 
Malt  duty,  to  be  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  we  proceed  to  consider 
in  what  way  their  place  may  be  supplied  without 
diminution  of  the  public  revenue,  and  with  the 
least  possible  inconvenience  to  the  community  at 

largejv. 
The  first  subject  of  taxation  which  loudly  calls 

for  revision,  and  is  capable  of  being  rendered  far 
more  productive  than  at  present,  by  an  equitable 
adjustment  of  its  assessment,  is  the  Land  Tax ; 
and  to  the  probable  increase  of  the  revenue  that 
may  be  expected  from  this  tax  our  remarks  will 
first  be  directed. 

More  than  fifteen  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
writer  published  the  first  edition  of  his  pamphlet 
respecting  the  unequal  assessment  of  the  Land 
Tax ;  and  had  his  proposition  for  an  equitable 
adjustment  of  this  tax  been  adopted,  upwards  of 
fifty  millions  sterling  would,  ere  this,  have  been 
added  to  the  coffers  of  the  State. 

The  question,  however,  at  the  time  that  publi- 
cation appeared,  was  surrounded  with  apparently 
insuperable  difficulties,  no  less  on  account  of  the 
complication  which  had  been  introduced  into  it, 
by  the  acts  passed  for  the  redemption  and  sale  of 
Land  Tax,  than  from  the  disinclination  of  those 
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who  might  have  secured  for  it  a  favourable  con- 
sideration to  devote  their  time  or  attention  to  the 
subject. 

From  the  name  of  the  tax  it  was  generally  sup- 
posed to  be  one  peculiarly  affecting  land,  and 
hence  the  landed  interest  was  reluctant  to  encou- 
rage any  interference  with  it,  lest  an  additional 
burthen  might  be  imposed  on  land,  while  the 
representatives  of  populous  places,  although  oc- 
casionally evincing  considerable  earnestness  in 
promoting  measures  for  an  equitable  assessment, 
became  suddenly  lukewarm  upon  the  question, 
when  they  found  that  their  constituencies,  and 
not  the  landed  interest,  were  likely  to  be  called 
upon  for  an  increased  contribution,  in  the  event 
of  a  re-assessment.  The  only  reasons,  however, 
that  could  be  urged  against  the  writer's  proposi- 
tion were,  that  the  inequalities  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  for  several  years,  and  having  been  per- 
petuated by  the  acts  passed  for  the  redemption 
and  sale  of  the  tax,  any  alteration  of  its  assess- 
ment must  be  attended  with  very  great  difficulties, 
and  might  be  productive  of  injustice  to  those  who 
had  purchased  property  subject  to  a  low  rate  of 
Land  Tax.  How  little  foundation  there  was  for 
any  such  objections,  will  be  best  seen  by  a  short 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  present  inequalities  in  the  assessments  for 
Land  Tax  have  arisen. 

The    first    statute    containing  explicit    direc- 


tions  for  assessing  and  collecting  Land  Tax  in 
England,  is  the  4  Will.  &  Mary,  c.  1,  the  provi- 
sions of  which  were  for  the  most  part  embodied 
in  acts  of  parliament  annually  passed  to  continue 
the  tax  till  the  year  1798,  when  the  statute  38 
Geo.  III.  c.  5,  was  passed,  under  which  the  Land 
Tax  has  ever  since  been  collected.  By  this  act 
a  sum  of  1,989,673/.  was  directed  to  be  raised  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  a  sum  of  47,954/.  in 
Scotland,  for  Land  Tax,  according  to  the  several 
proportions  at  which  each  county,  city,  borough, 
town,  or  stewartry,  was  then  assessed.  These 
proportions  are  set  forth  in  the  act,  and  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  it  were  empowered 
to  determine  what  part  of  the  sum  assessed 
upon  each  county  should  be  paid  by  the  parishes 
or  hundreds  in  such  county;  but  in  settling 
such  quota,  the  commissioners  were  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  assessments  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  statute  of  William  and  Mary,  upon  which 
also  the  assessments  upon  the  different  counties, 
cities  and  places,  particularly  specified  in  the  act, 
were  founded.  The  tax  was  to  be  raised  by  an 
equal  pound  rate,  not  exceeding  4s.  in  the  pound, 
and  power  is  reserved  for  any  person  conceiving 
himself  overrated  to  appeal  to  the  commissioners 
against  the  assessment  made  upon  him  individu- 
ally, who  were  authorized  to  lessen  the  amount 
charged  upon  the  appellant,  and  distribute  it 
more  equally  over  the  parish  or  hundred  where 
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he  resides ;   but  no  alteration  can  take  place  in 
the  assessments  enumerated  in  the  act. 

The  act  passed  in  the  year  1798;  the  assess- 
ments fixed  by  it  were  made  in  1692 ;  and 
although  from  the  increase  of  capital  and  popu- 
lation throughout  the  kingdom,  a  complete  re- 
vulsion of  circumstances  has  since  taken  place, 
the  assessments  still  continue  the  same.  Thus 
the  sum  assessed  by  the  act  of  38  Geo.  III.  c.  5, 
upon  the  city  of  Westminster,  was  and  still  is 
63,092/.,  while  that  upon  the  whole  county  of 
Sussex  (excepting  a  few  of  the  cinque  port 
towns,  but  including  Brighton,  Lewes  and  Chi- 
chester),  was  and  still  is  only  57,560/.  The 
county  of  Lancaster,  comprehending  Liverpool, 
Manchester  and  Preston,  was  and  still  is  assessed 
at  20,989/.  14s.  6d.,  the  city  of  London  at 
123,399/.,  the  town  and  port  of  Rye  at  473/.  18*., 
the  town  and  port  of  Hastings  (now  eight  times 
as  large  as  Rye)  at  378/.  6*.,  the  city  of  Bath  at 
433/.  6*.,  and  the  town  of  Winchelsea  (in  which 
there  are  now  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  houses 
inhabited)  at  405/.  The  county  of  Middlesex 
(exclusive  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Westmin- 
ster) was  assessed  at  107,602/.  11*.  Id.,  and,  to 
descend  to  parishes,  the  quota  fixed  by  the 
commissioners  upon  the  parish  of  St.  An- 
drew's, Holborn,  and  St.  George  the  Martyr, 
was  90 18/.,  upon  the  parish  of  St.  Pancras 
1776/.  15*.  Id.,  and  upon  the  parish  of  St.  Mary- 
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le-bone  492/.;  but  such  has  been  the  great  increase 
of  buildings  since  the  passing  of  the  act,  in  the 
two  latter  parishes,  that  while  the  inhabitants  of 
St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  are  paying  1$.  IQd.  in  the 
pound,  those  of  St.  Pancras  are  paying  about  2d., 
and  of  Mary-le-bone  scarcely  a  farthing  in  the 
pound.  In  many  parts  of  the  city  of  London 
the  inequality  is  still  greater,  the  inhabitants  of 
several  wards  having,  till  within  these  few  years, 
paid  nearly  4s.  in  the  pound,  and  they  are  now 
paying  more  than  3*. 

These  instances  are  adduced  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  illustration,  but  many  others  equally 
striking  will  readily  suggest  themselves  upon  re- 
ferring to  the  original  assessments  set  forth  in  the 
act.  Nor  does  it  require  much  reflection  to 
ascertain  the  causes  of  this  great  inequality  in 
collecting  the  same  tax.  At  the  time  of  the  assess- 
ment and  apportionment,  Liverpool  and  Brighton 
were  scarcely  known,  Hastings  was  a  mere  fishing 
town,  and  Russell,  Tavistock,  Brunswick  and 
Torrington  Squares, besides  numerous  other  places 
of  almost  equal  magnitude  and  importance,  existed 
only  in  the  mind  of  the  architect. 

In  addition  to  the  inequalities  caused  by  the 
changes  in  the  value  of  property,  two  other  cir- 
cumstances materially  contributed  to  render  the 
assessment  unequal.  Many  who  were  favourable 
to  the  principles  established  at  the  revolution  of 
1688,  being  anxious  to  show  their  loyalty,  re- 
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turned  their  property  for  assessment  at  its  full 
value,  while  those  who  were  not  influenced  by 
the  same  motives,  and  who  desired  to  avoid  the 
tax,  estimated  their  property  at  the  lowest  rate  at 
which  it  could  be  calculated.  Catholics  also  were 
charged  double  the  rate  at  which  Protestants  were 
assessed. 

To  put  an  end,  then,  to  the  palpable  anomalies 
created  by  the  present  assessments,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  give  to  the  public  revenue  the  full 
benefit  of  the  unredeemed  portion  of  this  tax,  the 
writer  proposes  that  an  equal  assessment  at  the 
rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  shall  be  made  throughout 
the  kingdom  upon  all  property  subject  to  Land 
Tax,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  revised  at  stated 
periods.  The  effect  of  this  will  be  to  give  an 
immediate  annual  increase  of  about  2,100,000/.  to 
the  revenue,  besides  a  further  annual  addition 
according  to  the  improvements  of  property  subject 
to  the  tax,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  state- 
ment. 

The  annual  value  of  the  property,  upon  which 
the  assessments  were  originally  made  in  1692, 
was  estimated  in  1798,  when  they  were  fixed  by 
the  act  of  38  Geo.  III.  c.  5,  at  9,948,365/.  The 
annual  value  of  property  in  England  and  Wales 
now  assessable  to  Land  Tax  is  88,724,253/., 
and  in  Scotland  is  9,481,742/.,  making  together 
98,205,995/.  The  produce  of  the  tax  on  the  latter 
sum  at  Is.  in  the  pound  would  be  4,910,299/.,  but 
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as  the  writer  does  not  propose  to  interfere  with 
that  portion  which  has  been  redeemed,  being 
rather  more  than  a  third  of  the  whole,  the  annual 
produce,  after  deducting  the  amount  redeemed, 
would  be  about  3,273,533/.,  and  rather  more  than 
two  millions  beyond  what  is  at  present  collected. 
It  will  be  seen  also  by  the  following  list  of 
counties  now  paying  more  than  6d.  in  the  pound 
that  the  proposed  alteration  would  not  be  sensibly 
felt,  except  in  a  few  instances : 

s.    d. 
Bedford  pays  a  rate  in  the  pound  of  about. ...     1     6 

Berks I     2 

Buckingham 1     5 

Cambridge     0  11 

Cornwall 1     0 

Devon 0  10 

Dorset Oil 

Essex 1     1 

Gloucester 1     0 

Hereford 0     8 

Hertford     1     6 

Huntingdon   Oil 

Kent 1     0 

Leicester    0     9 

Lincoln 0     8 

Middlesex 0  10 

Monmouth 0     8 

Norfolk 1     0 

Northampton      1     0 

Nottingham    0     8 

Rutland 0  10 

Somerset    0     8 

Southampton Oil 

Suffolk 1     3 

Surrey    010 
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This  equalization  or  adjustment  of  an  existing 
tax  cannot  be  objected  to  upon  any  fair  principle, 
because  no  man  has  a  right  to  be  charged  less 
than  his  neighbour  for  the  same  tax,  unless  he 
have  given  some  equivalent  for  a  reduction;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  those  who  are  now  paying  ten 
times  as  much  as  others  towards  this  tax  have 
great  reason  to  complain  of  the  Government  for 
allowing  the  burden  to  be  so  unequally  shared. 
The  same  complaint  is  also  just  with  regard  to 
the  power  given  by  the  Redemption  Acts  for  pur- 
chasing Land  Tax,  inasmuch  as  the  consideration 
to  be  paid  is  calculated  according  to  the  annual 
sum  assessed,  and  thus  in  some  places  a  very  large 
premium  is  required,  while  in  others,  where  the 
tax  is  only  2d.,  and  even  a  farthing  in  the  pound, 
the  redemption  is  effected  upon  the  most  trifling 
terms. 

Difficulties  have  undoubtedly  at  various  times 
been  suggested  to  prevent  this  measure  of  justice 
from  being  entertained,  but  with  how  little  reason 
the  writer  will  now  proceed  to  examine. 

Shortly  after  the  act  of  38  Geo.  III.  c.  5,  another 
act  was  passed,  by  which  the  Land  Tax,  as  at  that 
time  collected,  was  made  perpetual,  subject  to  re- 
demption. By  this  act,  as  well  as  by  the  42  Geo. 
III.c.  11 6,  which  is  now  the  principal  act  for  regu- 
lating contracts  for  redemption,  it  was  enacted  that 
any  person  upon  obtaining  a  certificate  from  two  of 
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the  Commissioners  appointed  for  carrying  those 
acts  into  execution,  of  the  amount  of  Land  Tax 
charged  upon  his  property,  might  redeem  such 
tax  by  transferring  to  the  account  of  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners  so  much  stock  in  the  3  per 
cents,  reduced  as  would  yield  a  dividend  exceeding 
the  amount  of  the  Land  Tax  redeemed  by  one- 
tenth,  or  in  case  the  Land  Tax  to  be  redeemed 
did  not  exceed  25/.  per  annum,  by  paying  the 
consideration  in  money,  to  be  calculated  according 
to  the  price  of  Stocks,  and  upon  such  transfer  or 
payment  being  made,  a  certificate  or  receipt 
should  be  given,  upon  which  being  registered  the 
manors,  messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments,  com- 
prised in  the  certificate,  should  be  wholly  freed 
from  the  Land  Tax  charged  thereon. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  in  consequence  of  these 
acts  for  rendering  the  Land  Tax  perpetual  and 
subject  to  redemption,  an  implied  irrevocable 
pledge  was  given  by  parliament  that  no  alteration 
should  ever  take  place  in  the  mode  of  collecting 
and  assessing  it ;  and  with  regard  to  those  who 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  clauses  for  redemp- 
tion, the  writer  is  willing  to  concede  the  benefit 
of  this  argument ;  but  there  is  not  a  pretence 
for  extending  the  same  benefit  to  those  with 
whom  no  contract  has  been  entered  into.  If  it 
be  affirmed  that  alterations  cannot  be  made  in  a 
tax  once  declared  perpetual,  we  would  quote  the 
very  act  by  which  the  power  of  redeeming  the 
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Land  Tax  was  given ;  for  in  order  to  remove  the 
objection  on  constitutional  grounds  to  making  so 
important  a  tax  perpetual,  which  was  before  an- 
nually granted  by  parliament,  the  duties  on  malt, 
sugar,  tobacco  and  snuff,  till  then  collected  under 
a  perpetual  grant,  were  placed  under  the  annual 
control  of  the  legislature. 

The  Salt  Tax  and  several  others  may  also  be 
adduced  as  instances  of  the  interference  of  par- 
liament with  declared  perpetuities,  and  even  the 
Land  Tax  itself  has,  since  the  date  of  the  act  de- 
claring it  perpetual  for  the  purpose  of  redemp- 
tion, received  various  important  modifications,  by 
one  of  which  personal  estate  has  been  wholly 
relieved  from  its  burthen ;  and  by  others,  that 
portion  of  it  which  was  formerly  charged  upon 
offices  and  pensions,  has  been  materially  reduced. 
Indeed,  it  is  idle  to  question  a  power  which  forms 
the  very  essence  of  legislation. 

It  may  also  fairly  be  insisted,  that  if  the  tax 
were  intended  to  be  made  perpetual,  subject  to 
redemption,  it  was  likewise  intended  to  be  made 
perpetual  subject  to  equalization,  for  the  act  of 
38  Geo.  III.  c.  5,  expressly  declares  that  the  sum 
to  be  collected  shall  be  charged  with  as  much 
equality  and  indifference  as  possible  by  an  equal 
pound  rate,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  the  act  proves 
that  equality  of  assessment  was  fully  contem- 
plated by  its  framers. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  power  of  appeal 
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against  assessment  given  by  the  act  is  confined 
to  hundreds  or  divisions,  and  the  parishes  or 
places  within  them,  so  that  however  unequal  the 
sum  fixed  by  the  act  upon  any  particular  county 
or  place  specified  in  the  act  may  be  with  refer- 
ence to  another  specified  county  or  place,  the 
parties  overcharged  are  without  remedy.  Thus  a 
party  assessed  for  Land  Tax  in  a  particular  parish 
or  township,  has  a  remedy  for  any  overcharge 
that  may  be  made  upon  him  with  reference  to  the 
other  assessments  in  the  same  parish  or  township, 
or  with  reference  to  other  parishes  or  townships, 
in  the  hundred  or  division  of  which  the  parish  or 
township  in  which  his  property  is  situate  forms  a 
part ;  but  if  the  assessment  be  upon  property 
situate  in  any  specified  place  in  the  act,  where 
the  sum  to  be  collected  is  fixed  and  indivisible, 
he  can  only  appeal  against  any  inequality  of 
assessment  with  reference  to  other  property  in 
the  same  specified  place. 

Now,  it  is  manifestly  unjust  that  the  law  should 
remain  in  this  unsatisfactory  state ;  for,  according 
to  all  ordinary  rules,  if  the  courts  of  law  and  equity 
are  unable  to  give  relief  where  there  is  a  plain  and 
palpable  wrong,  parliament  should  intervene  to 
supply  the  deficiency :  and  it  cannot  be  disputed 
that  there  is  an  evident  injustice  towards  those  who 
are  contributing  fifty  times  as  much  as  others  to 
this  tax,  simply  because  their  property  has  become 
depreciated  in  value,  while  that  of  the  more  lightly 
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taxed  has  greatly  improved  in  value.  This  injus- 
tice has  also  been  considerably  increased  by  the 
interference  of  parliament  itself  with  the  collec- 
tion of  the  tax  since  the  passing  of  the  act  38 
Geo.  III.  c.  5 ;  for  by  that  act  the  Land  Tax  was 
treated,  as  it  in  fact  was,  as  a  Property  Tax,  and 
by  one  of  its  enactments  it  is  directed,  that  per- 
sonal estate  shall  contribute  at  the  rate  of  4s.  in 
the  pound  upon  the  annual  value,  or  20s.  for  every 
100/.,  towards  the  sums  to  be  raised  under  the 
act;  but  by  a  subsequent  act  personal  estate,  as 
we  have  seen,  has  been  declared  exempt. 

The  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  passing 
of  the  act  38  Geo.  III.  c.  5,  has  been  occasionally 
urged  as  a  reason  against  any  alteration  being 
now  made  in  the  assessments ;  but  the  same  ob- 
jection, if  of  any  avail,  would  prevent  parties 
from  obtaining  the  relief  expressly  given  by  the 
act  in  cases  of  overcharge;  for  it  is  only  within 
the  last  few  years  that  even  the  limited  power 
of  appeal  given  by  the  act  could  be  exercised, 
inasmuch  as  until  the  returns  were  made  to  par- 
liament in  pursuance  of  the  last  Property  Tax 
Acts,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  support  an  ap- 
peal by  the  necessary  evidence  of  the  value  of 
property  within  a  hundred,  or  division,  so  as  to 
show  that  any  particular  property  was  unequally 
assessed.  In  the  third  edition  of  the  writer's 
pamphlet  on  the  Land  Tax,  published  in  1843, 
an  explanation  was  given  of  the  remedies  pro- 
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vided  by  the  act  of  38  Geo.  III.  c.  5,  for  persons 
overcharged  for  Land  Tax  in  parishes,  hundreds, 
or  divisions,  and  also  by  the  1  &  2  Will.  IV.  c.  21, 
and  the  1  &  2  Viet.  c.  58,  for  persons  assessed  to 
double  Land  Tax,  or  assessed  for  the  same  property 
in  two  places ;  and  since  the  returns  made  under 
the  Property  Tax  Act  of  1842,  several  instances 
have  occurred,  within  the  writer's  knowledge, 
where  parties  improperly  assessed  have  obtained 
relief.  In  one  of  these,  the  owner  of  nearly  the 
whole  property  in  a  township  was  paying  l«y.  3d. 
in  the  pound,  while  the  owners  of  property  in 
other  townships  in  the  same  division  were  paying 
only  5d.,  and  in  some  cases  2d.  in  the  pound ; 
so  that  the  excess  from  which  he  was  relieved 
amounted  to  200/.  a  year.  And  this,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  is  not  a  solitary  instance,  but  is 
rather  a  fair  sample  of  the  inequalities  existing 
throughout  the  country;  so  that  unless  some 
general  measure  is  speedily  introduced  for  an 
equitable  adjustment  of  the  tax,  now  that  the 
mode  of  obtaining  even  partial  relief  is  becoming 
known  and  understood,  the  trouble  and  expense 
that  will  be  incurred  in  rectifying  the  numerous 
inequalities  above  alluded  to  must  be  enormous. 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  proposing  the  resolutions  upon 
which  the  first  Redemption  Act  was  framed,  ex- 
pressly declared,  that  they  left  the  question  of 
a  more  equal  repartition  of  the  Land  Tax  pre- 
cisely where  they  found  it,  and  made  use  of  the 
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following  observations  in  support  of  his  asser- 
tion : — "  Parliament  now  has  the  undoubted  right 
of  raising  more  than  4$.  in  the  pound  on  land ; 
and  what  greater  authority  would  it  acquire  were 
the  present  redeemed  ?  If  the  whole  were  to 
be  redeemed,  the  only  thing  necessary  to  be  pro- 
vided, as  expressly  as  any  legislative  provision 
can  guard,  is,  that  if  ever  a  new  Land  Tax  is 
imposed,  it  shall  not  be  imposed  upon  those  who 
have  redeemed  in  any  different  proportion  from 
that  on  those  who  have  not  redeemed.  It  would 
be  necessary  to  provide,  that  the  amount  of  what 
may  have  been  redeemed  shall  be  deducted  from 
any  new  impost." 

Mr.  Wood,  the  present  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Excise,  has  also  added  his  valuable  testimony 
in  favour  of  the  writer's  proposition  for  equalizing 
this  tax;  for,  in  his  evidence  given  before  the 
Select  Committee  on  Agricultural  Distress  in 
1836,  he,  being  then  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Stamps  and  Taxes,  after  citing  numerous  in- 
stances to  show  the  unequal  mode  in  which  the 
tax  was  levied,  gave  the  following  answers  to 
questions  put  by  the  Committee. 

"  Q.  Supposing  an  equalized  rate  to  be  determined  on, 
would  it  be  most  advisable  to  establish  a  fixed  rate  on  the 
annual  value  generally,  or  should  the  equalization  be  ef- 
fected by  a  new  apportionment  of  the  present  tax,  but 
preserving  the  principle  of  fixed  quotas? 

"  A.  The  assessment  would  be  most  conveniently  raised 
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by  a  general  fixed  rate ;  it  might  be  made  annually,  ac- 
cording to  the  valuation  for  the  poor  rate,  or  it  might  be 
subject  to  revision  only  at  stated  periods,  say  once  in  three 
years.  The  principle  of  a  fixed  and  permanent  rate  on  the 
annual  value  would  be  far  preferable  to  that  of  continuing 
fixed  quotas. 

"  Q.  What  objections  do  you  anticipate  to  an  equaliza- 
tion of  the  tax  ? 

"  A.  It  may  probably  be  urged,  that  by  the  act  render- 
the  quotas  perpetual  as  fixed  in  the  year  1798,  subject  to 
redemption,  an  implied  pledge  was  given  that  no  alteration 
should  ever  be  made  in  the  apportionment  of  the  tax  on 
the  several  districts  and  parishes;  there  is  nothing,  how- 
ever, in  the  law  which  bears  this  construction.  If  the  Land 
Tax  were  to  be  equalized,  the  whole  of  England  would  be 
considered  as  one  district,  taxed  not  by  different  quotas, 
but  by  an  assessment  all  over  the  country.  The  law  only 
affords  protection  from  future  assessments ,  so  far  as  regards 
the  estates  redeemed  and  exonerated ;  the  parties  could  not 
in  these  cases  be  equitably  made  liable  to  contribute  to  the 
new  assessment.  There  does  not  appear  any  substantial 
reason  why  the  Land  Tax  should  not  be  subject  to  the 
same  alteration,  according  to  the  fluctuation  in  the  value 
of  the  property,  as  the  House  Tax  and  Property  Tax  were 
liable  to. 

"  Q.  Would  it  not  very  much  facilitate  the  equalization 
of  the  Land  Tax,  if  the  property  were  rated  at  its  actual 
value  ? 

"  A.  Very  much  indeed;  and  my  attention  was  called 
to  the  subject  during  the  time  I  was  in  Parliament,  but  the 
scheme  did  not  go  forward.  I  now  see  there  is  a  Bill 
before  the  House,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Greene  and  Mr.  P. 
Scrope,  in  order  to  effect  that  object ;  and  if  property  were 
rated  to  its  actual  value,  or  even  on  any  uniform  principle, 
then  we  should  have  the  machinery  at  once  for  assessing 
a  Land  Tax  on  the  same  uniform  principle,  and  all  the 
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inequalities  would  be  avoided.  There  is  one  great  objec- 
tion to  the  altering  of  the  Land  Tax  at  present  and  equa- 
lizing it,  that  is,  the  great  expense  which  it  is  apprehended 
might  be  thrown  on  districts  by  taking  new  valuations. 
If  for  other  purposes,  such  as  the  Poor  Rates  and  County 
Rates,  all  districts  were  obliged  to  be  rated  according  to 
the  uniform  principle  of  valuation,  such  valuation  would 
be  equally  applicable  to  Land  Tax." 

Since  Mr.  Wood  gave  his  evidence,  the  prin- 
cipal, if  not  the  only  difficulties,  suggested  by  him 
as  likely  to  interfere  with  a  general  equalization 
of  this  tax,  have  been  removed  by  the  valuation 
of  property  made  throughout  the  kingdom  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Poor  Law  Amendment  Act,  and 
by  the  returns  for  the  Property  Tax;  and  the 
writer  feels  justified,  therefore,  in  taking  the 
amount  which  would  be  received  as  increased 
revenue,  by  an  equalization  of  the  Land  Tax  at 
Is.  in  the  pound,  as  the  first  item  towards  supply- 
ing the  deficiency  which  would  be  created  in  the 
revenue  by  repealing  the  Property  and  Income 
Taxes,  and  the  Duty  on  Malt. 

Some  objection  might  perhaps  at  first  be  raised 
on  the  part  of  Scotland,  seeing  that  the  whole 
amount  charged  for  Land  Tax  on  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  is  only  47,954/. ;  but  Scotch- 
men are  too  shrewd  to  imagine  that  they  can  be 
permitted  for  any  length  of  time  to  escape  the 
payment  of  so  important  a  tax,  and  particularly 
when  the  only  choice  that  could  be  offered  to 
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them  would  be  either  a  fair  contribution  towards 
the  Land  Tax,  or  a  continuance  of  the  Property 
and  Income  Taxes.  There  may,  however,  be 
some  claim  on  the  part  of  Scotland  for  a  differen- 
tial duty,  but  that  would  not  materially  interfere 
with  the  writer's  calculations. 

The  tax  upon  funded  property,  the  writer  con- 
ceives, should,  for  the  reasons  after  stated,  remain; 
and,  in  consequence  of  the  benefit  which  will  be 
conferred  on  persons  of  small  income  by  the  abo- 
lition of  the  Malt  Duty,  that  it  should  be  payable 
by  all  holders  of  Government  stock,  however 
small,  but  at  a  comparatively  low  rate,  say  of  I/, 
per  cent,  on  incomes  not  exceeding  100/.  per 
annum.  The  saving  of  time,  trouble,  and  ex- 
pense, by  this  arrangement,  would  be  of  no  small 
advantage  to  the  public ;  for  besides  the  loss  of 
time  and  expense  incurred  by  those  who  now 
seek  a  return  of  duty,  it  frequently  costs  the  Go- 
vernment, in  labour  and  expenditure,  several 
pounds,  to  ascertain  whether  a  return  of  a  few 
shillings  ought  to  be  made.  The  produce  of  this 
tax,  the  writer  estimates,  will  be  about  1,000,000/. 

The  next  items  upon  which  the  writer  relies 
for  supplying  the  deficiency,  are  those  which  will 
accrue  by  increasing  the  Probate  and  Legacy 
Duties,  and  by  imposing  a  Probate  Duty  on  real 
property,  from  which  it  is  at  present  exempt. 

The  annual  amount   at   present  collected  for 
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Probate  Duty  is  about  1,050,000/.  This,  the 
writer  proposes,  shall  be  doubled,  and  that  a 
slight  alteration  shall  also  be  made  in  the  gradu- 
ation of  the  present  scale,  by  which  means  the 
writer  conceives  that  an  annual  increase  to  the 
revenue  of  1,200,000/.  may  be  calculated  upon 
from  this  source. 

The  annual  amount  received  for  Legacy  Duty 
is  about  834,000/.  This  is  raised  by  five  different 
rates  of  duty ;  the  first,  being  II.  per  cent,  which 
is  received  from  children  of  the  deceased,  or  their 
descendants,  and  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  any 
lineal  ancestor,  and  produces  annually  about 
140,000/.  The  second,  being  31.  per  cent.,  is  re- 
ceived from  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  deceased, 
and  their  descendants,  and  produces  annually 
about  275,000/.  The  third,  being  51.  per  cent, 
is  received  from  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  father 
and  mother,  and  their  descendants,  and  produces 
annually  about  64,000/.  The  fourth,  being  6/.  per 
cent.,  is  received  from  the  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  grandfather  and  grandmother  of  the  deceased, 
and  their  descendants,  and  produces  annually 
about  8,000/.  And  the  fifth,  being  10/.  percent., 
is  received  from  other  more  distant  relations,  and 
from  strangers  in  blood  to  the  deceased,  and  pro- 
duces annually  about  6S,800/. 

These  duties  the  writer  proposes  to  increase  in 
the  following  manner ;  viz.  the  II.  per  cent,  to  31. ; 
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the  31.  per  cent,  to  51. ;  the  51.  to  8/,  ;  the  61.  to 
10/. ;  and  the  10/.  to  12/.  ;  by  which  an  annual 
increase  will  accrue  to  the  revenue  of  570,200/. 

The  Probate  Duty  on  real  property,  the  writer 
calculates,  will,  upon  a  low  estimate,  produce  at 
least  2,500,000/. 

The  next  item  of  increase  upon  which  the 
writer  relies,  will  accrue  from  an  improved  col- 
lection of  the  Stamp  Duties,  and  this  he  estimates 
at  300,000/.  a  year. 

The  defective  mode  in  which  this  branch  of  the 
revenue  is  collected,  is  so  generally  known  and 
admitted,  that  it  is  unnecessary,  and  might  be 
impolitic,  to  enter  into  detail  respecting  it,  but 
the  writer  may  mention  one  among  many  in- 
stances which  have  happened  within  his  expe- 
rience. A  mortgage  was  executed  in  1815,  the 
duty  upon  which,  if  paid  at  the  time,  would  have 
been  60/.  There  not  being  any  probability  of 
the  mortgage  being  enforced,  the  duty  was  not 
paid  upon  it  until  the  year  1847,  when  the  pay- 
ment of  a  5/.  penalty  enabled  the  holder  to  have 
the  stamp  affixed,  he  having  thus  gained,  in  the 
shape  of  interest,  at  the  expense  of  the  revenue, 
about  80/. 

The  last  items  from  which  the  writer  anticipates 
a  considerable  increase  to  the  revenue  are  the 
duties  which  he  proposes  shall  be  raised  from 
railroads,  steam  boats,  and  gas  companies. 
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The  total  annual  income  of  the  several  rail- 
roads in  Great  Britain  is  about  twelve  millions, 
and  a  duty  is  at  present  received  from  them  in 
respect  of  passenger  traffic,  which  produces  about 
250,000/. 

This  duty  the  writer  proposes  shall  be  increased, 
either  by  a  general  charge  on  all  their  traffic,  or 
by  a  per  centage  on  their  receipts  to  600,000/. 
On  steam  boats  and  gas  there  is  not  at  present 
any  duty,  and  from  each  of  these  the  writer  pro- 
poses that  a  duty  of  200,000/.  shall  be  raised. 

There  will  also  accrue  a  considerable  saving 
from  the  difference  of  expense  in  collecting  the 
Malt  Duty  and  those  proposed  to  be  substituted, 
which  the  writer  estimates  at  200,000/.  a  year; 
and  having  regard  to  the  rapid  increase  that  took 
place  in  the  Malt  Duty  when  the  Beer  Duty  was 
taken  off,  and  to  the  large  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption of  all  articles  in  general  use,  which 
immediately  followed  the  reduction  of  duties  in 
1842,  the  writer  conceives  that  an  increase  to  the 
revenue  from  customs  and  excise,  of  at  least  two 
millions  a  year,  may  fairly  be  calculated  upon  as 
the  result  of  the  abolition  of  the  Malt  Duty  and 
the  Income  Tax. 

The  following,  then,  is  a  summary  of  the  items 
which,  it  is  assumed,  will,  without  any  incon- 
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venient  additional  pressure,  supply  the  place  of 
the  duties  and  taxes  proposed  to  be  abolished. 

Increased  revenue  from  Land  Tax  at 

a  uniform  rate  of  Is.  in  the  pound  £2,100,000 

Do.  from  probate  duty  on  personalty  1,200,000 

Do.  from  legacy  duty 570,200 

Probate  duty  from  realty  ....  2,500,000 

Duty  on  funded  property  ....  1,000,000 

Increase  from  stamp  duties     .     .     .  300,000 

Do.  from  duty  on  railroads      .     .     .  350,000 

Do.  on  steam  boats 200,000 

Do.  on  gas 200,000 

Saving  in  the  collection  of  malt  duty  200,000 
Estimated  increase  in  customs  and 

excise 2,000,000 

10,620,200 


The  amount  of  the  Property  and  Income  Taxes 
and  of  the  malt  duties  being  9,868,762/.,  there 
will,  according  to  the  above  estimate,  be  a  surplus 
in  favour  of  the  revenue  by  the  proposed  altera- 
tions of  750,438/. ;  but  if  it  should  be  considered 
unsafe  to  rely  upon  so  large  an  increase  to  the 
customs  and  excise  as  two  millions  (although  the 
writer  believes  it  is  far  from  being  an  extravagant 
estimate),  a  further  addition  may  be  made  by  a 
slight  increase  in  the  duties  on  spirits  and  to- 
bacco. Indeed,  under  any  circumstances,  the 
duty  on  spirits  should,  it  is  conceived,  be  increased 
in  consequence  of  the  great  advantage  that  will 
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accrue  to  distillers  from  the  abolition  of  the  raalt 
duty. 

The  annual  revenue  derived  from  the  duty  on 
home  made  spirits  manufactured  in  Great  Britain 
is  4,25 1,87 1/.,  and  from  those  manufactured  in 
Ireland  is  983,6 18/.,  making  together  5,235,489/. 
The  annual  revenue  derived  from  the  duties  on 
tobacco  and  snuff  collected  in  Great  Britain  is 
3,458,487/.,  and  in  Ireland  is  7 12,464/.,  making 
together  4, 170,95  II. 

An  increased  duty,  therefore,  on  home  made 
spirits  of  only  Is.  a  gallon,  the  duty,  which  was 
formerly  12$.  6d.,  being  at  present  7s.  a  gallon, 
would  produce  an  annual  addition  to  the  revenue 
of  nearly  800,000/.,  and  of  5  per  cent,  on  tobacco 
and  snuff  of  upwards  of  200,000/.  And  these 
might  be  collected  without  any  great  additional 
inducement  being  offered  either  for  smuggling  or 
adulteration. 

Should  the  surplus  of  750,438/.  be  considered 
available,  and  the  above  increased  duties  on  spirits 
and  tobacco  be  raised,  a  fund  would  be  provided 
sufficient  to  justify  the  abolition  of  the  window 
duties  also. 

The  writer  is  not  so  presumptuous  as  to  sup- 
pose that  his  scheme  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
all,  seeing  that  any  comprehensive  arrangement 
of  a  nation's  concerns  must  necessarily  affect 
some  more  than  others ;  but  he  has  no  hesitation 
in  affirming  that  to  a  large  majority  of  the  popu- 
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lation  of  Great  Britain  the  adoption  of  it  must 
prove  of  incalculable  advantage.  To  the  trades- 
man, the  mechanic,  and  the  labourer,  the  spring 
which  would  be  given  to  industry  by  the  removal 
of  the  Income  Tax,  and  the  addition  to  their 
comforts  by  the  abolition  of  the  Malt  Duty,  can 
scarcely  be  described ;  while  the  additional  relief 
to  the  holders  of  real  property,  by  the  removal  of 
the  tax  peculiarly  affecting  them,  could  not  fail 
to  be  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  results. 
To  the  government  the  reservation  of  the  Pro- 
perty and  Income  Taxes  for  periods  of  war  and 
extreme  emergency  must  also  prove  of  inesti- 
mable benefit;  for  notwithstanding  the  observa- 
tion, that  a  great  country  to  maintain  peace  must 
always  be  prepared  for  war,  has  become  so  trite 
as  scarcely  to  bear  repetition,  it  imparts  to  us  a 
lesson  that  cannot  be  too  often  present  to  our 
minds ;  and  the  knowledge  that  so  great  a  source 
of  strength  as  the  produce  of  these  taxes  is  at 
any  time  capable  of  being  called  into  action, 
must  ever  preserve  for  our  country  an  imposing 
attitude  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Convinced,  then,  as  the  writer  is  of  the  general 
benefit  that  must  accrue  from  the  adoption  of  his 
scheme,  he  is  unwilling  to  part  with  his  subject 
without  anticipating,  as  far  as  he  is  able,  and  an- 
swering the  objections  likely  to  be  urged  against 
it. 

The  owners  of  property  subject  to  Land  Tax  in 
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Liverpool,  Manchester,  Marylebone,  and  other 
populous  districts,  may  perhaps  object  to  an 
equalization  of  this  tax  on  account  of  its  particu- 
larly affecting  them;  but  can  they  say  it  is  just  or 
fair  that  they  should  pay  only  a  farthing  in  the 
pound  towards  this  tax  because  property  within 
their  districts  has  greatly  increased  in  value, 
while  their  fellow  subjects  in  London  and  West- 
minster are  paying  2s.  and  3s.  in  the  pound 
toward  the  same  tax  because  the  value  of  their 
property  has  remained  stationary,  or  mayhap  has 
become  deteriorated?  The  answer  to  this  must 
surely  be  in  the  negative ;  and  although  some 
may  urge  that  they  purchased  property  under  an 
impression  that  the  Land  Tax  was  never  to  be 
altered,  it  must  be  observed,  as  Mr.  Wood  justly 
stated,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  which 
bears  this  construction,  and  that  the  same  ob- 
jection might  be  urged  against  the  imposition  or 
alteration  of  any  tax  likely  to  affect  one  species 
of  property  more  than  another.  The  slight  ad- 
ditional burthen  which  would  be  imposed  by  this 
measure  of  justice  upon  certain  populous  dis- 
tricts, would  also  be  amply  compensated  by  the 
important  boon  secured  to  them  by  the  abolition 
of  the  Property  and  Income  Tax,  and  of  the 
Malt  Duty. 

To  the  increased  Probate  Duty  and  the  in- 
creased Duty  on  Legacies,  the  writer  can  scarcely 
look  for  any  serious  opposition,  having  regard  to 
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the  objects  proposed  to  be  secured  by  means  of 
them,  for  there  must  be  few  indeed  who  would 
not  willingly  get  rid  of  a  present  annual  impost 
of  21.  ISs.  4d.  per  cent,  by  paying  60/.  instead  of 
30/.  for  every  WOOL  which  may  become  divisible 
under  the  will  of  a  relation  or  friend,  and  30/.  in- 
stead of  15/.  for  every  legacy  of  500/.,  and  so  in 
proportion  for  larger  or  smaller  sums,  that  may  be 
bequeathed  to  them. 

The  owners  of  Real  Property  may,  on  the  first 
impression,  be  disposed  to  object  to  the  new  tax 
which  would  be  imposed  upon  their  property  in 
the  shape  of  Probate  Duty;  but  they  have  also  to 
bear  in  mind  the  immediate  relief  afforded  to 
them  by  the  abolition  of  the  Property  Tax,  and 
the  immense  advantage  to  agriculture  which 
must  accrue  from  the  abolition  of  the  Malt  Duty. 
It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  should  any  one 
prefer  the  Property  or  Income  Tax  to  the  pro- 
posed additional  charge  on  his  estate  in  the 
shape  of  Probate  Duty,  he  may,  either  by  accu- 
mulation or  by  effecting  an  insurance  in  some 
respectable  office  for  the  insurance  of  lives,  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  additional  Probate  and 
Legacy  Duties. 

The  holders  of  Funded  Property  next  claim 
our  attention;  and  they  may  object  to  the  Pro- 
perty Tax  being  continued  on  their  property, 
while  it  is  taken  off  from  others;  but  a  slight  de- 
gree of  reflection  will,  it  is  hoped,  satisfy  them 
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of  the  justice  of  this  arrangement  with  the  view 
of  equalizing  the  burthens  upon  real  and  funded 
property;  for  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that,  be- 
sides the  prospective  burthen  of  probate  duty, 
the  owners  of  real  property  are  called  upon  to 
bear  a  much  larger  proportion  of  direct  and  pre- 
sent imposts  in  the  shape  of  land  tax,  poor  rates, 
county  rates,  and  the  like,  than  fundholders. 

Again,  the  proprietors  of  Rail  Roads,  Steam 
Boats,  and  Gas  Works,  may  object  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  selected  as  subjects  for  taxation,  while- 
other  classes  of  the  community  are  relieved ;  but 
they  must  bear  in  mind  that  they  will  be  the 
parties  principally  benefited  by  additional  in- 
come in  consequence  of  the  increased  ability  for 
expenditure  afforded  to  the  public  by  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Property  and  Income  Taxes;  and  that, 
with  increased  demand,  they  will  have  less  to 
contribute  towards  the  public  charge  than  they 
have  now  annually  to  pay.  The  Rail  Road  and 
Gas  Companies  will  also  have  an  additional  ad- 
vantage in  having  for  the  most  part  redeemed 
their  Land  Tax. 

It  may  be  objected  by  some,  that,  as  the  Pro- 
perty and  Income  Taxes  were  continued  by  the 
act  of  last  session  for  a  further  period  of  three 
years,  it  is  not  desirable  to  entertain  the  writer's 
proposition  until  after  the  expiration  of  that  term ; 
and  in  this  he  would  be  disposed  to  concur,  if 
the  result  of  its  adoption  were  at  all  speculative; 
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but  the  produce  of  his  substituted  taxes  would 
be  as  certain  as  those  from  which  the  revenue  is 
now  collected.  Death  is  as  certain,  and  the 
average  amount  of  deaths  as  invariable  as  any 
established  axiom,  and  any  calculations,  there- 
fore, founded  on  the  assumed  produce  of  the 
estates  of  deceased  persons,  are  as  safe  and  prac- 
tical as  those  which  are  based  upon  the  esti- 
mated produce  of  estates  of  the  living.  Thus  of 
the  income  to  be  derived  from  Probate  and 
Legacy  Duties  there  could  not  be  any  doubt,  and 
the  produce  of  the  Land  Tax,  the  tax  upon 
funded  property,  and  the  other  taxes  proposed  to 
be  substituted,  are  equally  capable  of  certain 
calculation ;  while  this  further  advantage  may  be 
added,  that  no  new  machinery  would  be  required 
for  their  collection.  If,  then,  the  writer's  views, 
be  well  founded,  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  good  reason  why  the  country  should  not  ob- 
tain the  relief  suggested  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. 
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